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aspect of the monastic life, though there Is no need to dwell
at length upon so well known a subject. We refer to the
intellectual activities of the monks and the traces left by them
in the history of art and literature. In the monasteries
painters found opportunity for the development of their
talent, and it was often the monks themselves who covered
the walls of their churches with beautiful frescoes, or guided
the hand of the artist in mosaic. But amongst the work that
alternated with prayer and psalmody in the monastery, the
copying of manuscripts unquestionably occupied the first
place. It is needless to recall all that monks have done for the
preservation of the works of classical literature, or to dwell
upon the famous schools of calligraphy that arose among
them. During the great periods of Byzantine history the art
of the calllgrapher was supplemented by that of the minia-
turist, and many beautifully Illuminated manuscripts from
Byzantine monastic scriptoria are reckoned to-day among the
greatest treasures of our libraries.
It is not by copies alone that monks have enriched the
storehouse of literature. They have produced many original
works, ascetical, theological, and historical. A separate place
must be reserved for poetry. Greek monks have composed
many hymns with which Latin hymnography can but rarely
stand comparison. Finally their Lives of the Saints bring
before us the great figures of monasticism, and while record-
ing the virtues of these holy men give details of the customs
and events of their day that one would seek in vain elsewhere.
Here again the Greek can more than hold his own: he has no
need to fear the rivalry of the hagiographers of the medieval
West.
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